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SUBJECT:  BANGLADESH  STUDYING  REQUEST  FOR  UNAMID  AVIATION 
SUPPORT  AND  ENABLING  ASSETS 

REF:  STATE  49277 

1[1 . (U)  POL/ECON  Counselor  delivered  ref tel  demarche  to 

Bangladesh's  Foreign  Ministry  May  12,  and  the  DCM  followed  up 
at  a senior  level  May  13.  The  Government  of  Bangladesh 
informed  us  they  were  studying  the  request  and  would  respond 
in  the  coming  days.  The  Ambassador  will  meet  with  the 
Foreign  Adviser  May  15  and  intends  to  discuss  this  issue 
among  other  topics.  The  Defense  Attache  has  already  been  in 
contact  with  the  Armed  Forces  Division  (Bangladesh's  JCS 
equivalent)  on  the  GOB's  ability  to  provide  helicopters  to 
UNAMID  and  has  reported  details  through  DOD  channels. 

J.2 . (U)  From  previous  conversations  with  senior  Bangladesh 

Air  Force  Officers,  we  know  that  the  GOB  is  eager  to  provide 
assistance  to  UNAMID  but  is  constrained  by  limited  aviation 
assets.  Bangladesh  previously  offered  the  Bell  Helicopters 
mentioned  in  reftel  because  these  were  the  only  aircraft 
available  in  the  inventory.  Bangladesh  is  currently 
providing  aircraft  to  other  PKOs  and  has  a 

limited  supply  available.  We  will  seek  to  determine  whether 
the  offer  of  USG  assistance  would  help  Bangladesh  make  other 
aircraft  available  for  UNAMID. 

Moriarty 


